
Letter of Recommendation for Wilbur Sargunaraj

If you live in India and you watch YouTube, Wilbur Sargunaraj really needs no introduction. A 
film-maker, YouTube star and musician, he has done an amazing job of capturing life in India 
and abroad and making it accessible to all of those that have access to a computer and 
streaming video content. He is also known for coining the term, First Class, as something 
very good and Simple Superstar, someone who exemplifies inclusive and positive qualities. 

In the last year, Wilbur has come to American International School Chennai twice, both with 
rave reviews. I will speak specifically to his time at AISC when he visited in October of 2015. 

Wilbur, Kevin Crouch, the ICT Director at AISC, and I Skyped with Wilbur multiple times in 
order to get a better understanding of what he would do with a week at AISC. We originally 
brainstormed ideas, which included: Dark is Beautiful, Simple Superstar, South India, 
YouTube related, movie making, music making. 

Based on this brainstorm, we created a week-long schedule that had him working with 4th 
grade and their South India unit. He also ran an after school activity for elementary, middle 
and high school student on what they need to know if they want to be a YouTuber. We also 
had him work with students from Grades 3-12 to make a music video for Simple Superstar, 
which you can view here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YsDsD7C_aE&feature=youtu.be. 

On the final day of his visit, he worked with high school students and shared strategies that 
he uses to talk with and build a rapport with people he meets as he creates his videos. 
These students then used those strategies when they went to a local orphanage with Wilbur 
for the morning. Later that afternoon, Wilbur put on a hour-long performance that included 
great messages for kids, based on Simple Superstar, and music performances that included 
audience member participation. We had about two hundred community members and guests 
come out to enjoy the presentation.

I have to say that working with Wilbur is very inspirational. His messages align well with our 
school’s mission, but beyond that he is filled with hope and shows that he can take action to 
create change. The students loved him, and now many of our students visit his YouTube site 
daily to check in on him and his work. 

I also enjoyed working with him because he could take our feedback and ideas and could 
create something concrete and doable given our context. I feel like we created a week-long 
program perfect for us, rather than just something generic. 

I truly recommend having Wilbur come and work with your school. He is an artist and social 
activist, who can help inspire kids to make the world a better place, one superstar at a time. 

Sincerely, 

Kirsten Welbes
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